
 

  Intellectual Property Litigation and Transactions 

 Defense of the American fertilizer manufacturing subsidiary of a 
publicly held foreign international natural resources company in a 
trade secrets and unfair trade practices action in a North Louisiana 
state court against the manufacturer and a newly hired employee.  
After a three-week jury trial and an appeal, obtained a reversal on 
appeal of a $2 million judgment (including interest) and a dismissal of 
the action.   

 Defense of retail record store company in federal court trademark 
infringement action by publicly held company operating a chain of 
record stores in Southeast U.S. using same name.  Prevailed on a 
motion for summary judgment based on Lanham Act § 33(b)(5) 
“limited area defense” on behalf of local record store as intermediate 
junior user.  Also established “limited area” and additional defense of 
laches at trial.  On appeal favorable judgment below affirmed and 
prevailed on cross-appeal in having U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit expand client’s territory beyond territory awarded by district 
court.   

 Prosecution of breach of contract, breach of fiduciary duties, unfair 
trade practices, and tortious interference state court action for air 
conditioning equipment and components manufacturer against a 
former employee who left and began competing using technology 
developed at the client’s manufacturing facilities.  Obtained 
preliminary and permanent injunctions prohibiting the former 
employee, his partner, and their entity from manufacturing and selling 
competing equipment without a noncompetition provision in the 
former employee’s employment agreement, and an award of lost 
profits for all sales by the competitor and all of the client’s attorneys’ 
fees, all affirmed on appeal.  At the inception of the action, obtained an 
electronic discovery order for the production of the defendants’ 
computers and their imaging by experts immediately upon the 
defendants being served with the petition, which produced crucial 
evidence.   

 Prosecution of trademark infringement, unfair competition, breach of 
license agreement, and declaratory judgment federal court action on 
behalf of nonprofit corporation owning the trademark for a well-known 
music club in New Orleans, “Tipitina’s,” against client’s licensee, 
which operated the club.  Operator counterclaimed for dissolution of 
the agreement and reimbursement of royalties. A corporation owning 
rights in the musical properties of the late well-known New Orleans 
musician, “Professor Longhair,” intervened claiming an interest in the 



 

trademark.  All claims were favorably settled, preserving the client’s 
licensing agreement for additional royalties, with the intervener 
gaining an interest in the royalties.   

 Prosecution of trademark infringement action as Louisiana counsel for 
a publicly-held international computer chip manufacturer against 
Louisiana company, favorably resolved with consent judgment ending 
the infringement promptly after filing the action.   

 Prosecution of trade dress infringement, state law dilution, breach of 
contract, unfair trade practices, and trade secrets action for 
manufacturer of marinade and syringe kit against competitor and 
former employee, obtaining a consent judgment prior to hearing on 
preliminary injunction, prohibiting the competitor from using the 
client’s trade dress.  

 Prosecution of trademark opposition proceeding in Patent & 
Trademark Office on behalf of perfume manufacturer, retailer, and 
mail order seller against owner of The Ritz Hotel (Paris, France) and 
Harrod’s department store (London, England).  Obtained judgment on 
merits in favor of client refusing to register applicant’s mark 
conflicting with client’s perfume trademark.   

 Negotiation for sale by Louisiana perfume manufacturer, retailer, and 
mail order seller to internationally known Parisian haute couture 
designer of perfume trademark, with royalty-free license back to client 
to continue using mark and provision for purchaser to pay client’s 
attorneys’ fees.   

 Prosecution of trademark opposition proceeding and federal court 
infringement action on behalf of perfume manufacturer, retailer, and 
mail order seller against publicly held trademark applicant perfume 
wholesaler.  Defeated motion to transfer infringement action out-of-
state, shifting cost of litigation dramatically.  Then negotiated 
favorable settlement in which infringer agreed to change its mark after 
temporary license of mark from client to infringing wholesaler for 
substantial royalty permitting liquidation of infringer’s inventory.   

 Prosecution of copyright infringement claim on behalf of a children’s 
clothing distributor and catalog retailer involving smocking designs 
against competitor clothing retailer, resolved with infringement ending 
after cease and desist letter and prior to the filing of a legal action.   

 Defense of a children’s clothing distributor and catalog retailer in 
copyright claim alleging infringement of registered smocking designs.  



 

Favorably resolved prior to the filing of a legal action.   

 Prosecution of trademark infringement action for national insurance 
company against Louisiana insurance company favorably resolved 
during discovery with alleged infringer changing its name.   

 Negotiation for a sale of assets, primarily intellectual property and 
contracts, by the operator of over twenty summer day camps for 
children on school premises.   

 Defense of real estate brokerage firm and real estate broker in federal 
court meta tag trademark infringement action by a real estate 
brokerage firm.  Favorably resolved after discovery and prior to trial.   

 Defense of a children’s educational book author and distributor in a 
copyright infringement action by a word processor involved in the 
preparation of the subject works, children’s instructional texts.  
Favorably resolved with the claimant abandoning all claims of 
copyright ownership after discovery and prior to trial.   

 Prosecution of a trademark infringement and unfair competition action 
in state court on behalf of a privately owned operator of a seafood 
restaurant in a trademark dispute with a nationally known operator of 
restaurant chains.   

 Defense of foreign manufacturer of soil aerator as co-counsel in 
federal court declaratory judgment patent infringement action and in 
separate declaratory judgment trademark infringement and unfair 
competition action by former distributor of manufacturer, with 
counterclaims for patent and trademark infringement, unfair 
competition, and other claims.  Obtained court order consolidating the 
two actions, to client’s economic and tactical advantage, then initiated 
settlement negotiations, favorably concluded by client, requiring 
former distributor to license the patent from our client in order to 
practice the invention.   

 Louisiana counsel for national tax return services provider in Lanham 
Act false advertising action against Louisiana tax return services 
provider.   
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